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Next Would-Have-Been Meeting Thursday, May21st, 7:00 p.m.

Maybe Virtual?
There seems little likelihood that the coronavirus outbreak will have diminished in time for us to hold

a May meeting. We’re still under governor’s orders not to meet, and that doesn’t seem likely to be rescinded
by the 21st.

There’s a chance someone will decide to hold a virtual meeting via Zoom or some other Internet-
based meeting app. There was some talk about that on our email list a couple weeks ago, but it died out. If
anyone wants to pick up that ball and run with it, get in touch with our club president, Andy Edelen.

Next First Quarter Friday Cancelled
Our April 3rd First Quarter Friday was cancelled due to social distancing requirements of the coronavirus

outbreak. Our May 1st star party will also undoubtedly be cancelled. We have another chance on May 29th,
but that seems unlikely as well. We’re keeping our fingers crossed, but it’s not looking good.

First Quarter Fridays used to be laid-back opportunities to do some observing and promote astronomy
at the same time. Perhaps they will become so again before the winter rains come back. So mark your
calendar and if we do eventually get the go-ahead to gather again, bring your scope to the College Hill
Reservoir (24th and Lawrence in Eugene) and share the view with whoever shows up. Here’s the schedule
through 2020. Star parties start at dusk or 6:00, whichever is later.

May 1 (65% lit) May 29 (50% lit) June 26 (37% lit)
July 24 (24% lit)                         August 15: Dexter Dark Sky Party August 28 (84% lit)
September 25 (71% lit) October 23 (56% lit) November 20 (39% lit)
December 18 (23% lit)

Eureka Ridge Road to be Gated

Due to a preponderence of idiots shooting guns toward inhabited land from the forest above Simonsen
Road, the BLM and Roseburg Resources have combined efforts to install gates on the roads leading to the
affected area. Unfortunately that area includes our Eureka Ridge observing site. Jerry Oltion has been in
contact with the BLM to see if we can get a key, and while the situation seems hopeful it’s still too early to
tell for sure if we’ll be granted access or not. Stay tuned.



 Io – May 2020  p.2

Gallery

April gave us several good nights, and our club’s astrophotographers gave us several good images out of
those nights...and early mornings. Enjoy!

Above: Venus in the Pleiades 4/2/20. Below, Sunrise over the Three Sisters 4/9/20. Both photos © by Alan Gillespie
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Top left: Full
Moon rising
over Coburg
Hills on
4/7/20. Photo ©
by Jason Hunton

Top right: Moon
later that same
night, taken with
phone held to
eyepiece of
refractor (which
reversed image
left-right). Photo
© by Dan
Beacham

Left: Moon on
4/8/20 taken in
H-alpha light to
bring out detail.
Photo © by
Mark Wetzel.
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Above: M101. Photo © by Karmin Peterson. Below, the Moon, Mars, Saturn, and Jupiter in a row. Photo © by Alan Gillespie.
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Above: West end of Markarian’s Chain in Virgo. Below: M51. Photos © by Karmin Peterson.
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Above: NGC 3166, NGC 3169 and companions in Sextans. Below: NGC 4216, NGC 4206, and NGC 4222 in Virgo.
Photos © by James Pelley
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Above: Star Trails around Polaris. Photo © by Alan Gillespie. Below: M81, Bode’s Galaxy. Photo © by Mark Wetzel.
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Observing in MayObserving in May

Items of Interest This Month

All times are for Eugene, Oregon Latitude 44º 3'  Longitude 123º 06'

Best month for comet C/2017 T2 Panstarrs.
Last good month for Venus in evening or by day.
5/1 CANCELLED – First Quarter Friday

star party.
5/4 Mercury in superior conjunction with Sun.
5/5 Peak of Eta Aquariid meteor shower (a

minor shower, spoiled by moonlight).
5/6 First viewable Io shadow transit of the

season from Jupiter rise (1:35 AM) to 2:14
AM.

5/12 Jupiter, Saturn, and Moon near one
another in early morning.

5/20-6/3 Comet C/2020 T8 SWAN enters
evening sky, moving from Algol on 5/20
to Capella on 6/3. Could be bright! Keep
an eye on this one.

5/21 early morning: Europa shadow transit
from Jupiter rise (00:35 AM) to 1:58 AM.
Ganymede transits from Jupiter rise to
3:24 AM.

5/21 Mercury and Venus within 1°. Good
chance to see them both by day in one
low-power field of view.

5/21-5/23 Comet C/2017 T2 Panstarrs near
M81 and M82. Photo op!

5/29 TENTATIVE - First Quarter Friday
star party

May 7, 3:45 AM May 14, 7:03 AM May 22, 10:39 AM May 29, 10:30 PM
Mercury lost in Sun Mercury Set: 9:38 PM Mercury Set: 10:24 PM Mercury Set: 10:42 PM
Venus Set: 11:34 PM Venus Set: 11:05 PM Venus Set: 10:19 PM Venus Set: 9:27 PM
Mars Rise:  3:00 AM Mars Rise: 2:45 AM Mars Rise: 2:27 AM Mars Rise: 2:11 AM

Jupiter Rise: 1:30 AM Jupiter Rise: 1:03 AM Jupiter Rise: 00:31 AM Jupiter Rise: Midnight
Saturn Rise: 1:45 AM Saturn Rise: 1:17 AM Saturn Rise: 00:46 AM Saturn Rise: 00:18 AM

Uranus lost in Sun Uranus Rise: 5:06 AM Uranus Rise: 4:35 AM Uranus Rise: 4:09 AM
Neptune Rise: 3:51 AM Neptune Rise: 3:24 AM Neptune RIse: 2:53 AM Neptune Rise: 2:26 AM

Pluto Rise: 1:26 AM Pluto Rise: 00:59 AM Pluto Rise: 00:27 AM Pluto Rise: 11:55 PM

All times Pacific Standard Time (November 1, 2020 - March 14, 2021 = UT -8 hours) or Pacific Daylight Time (March 8 - Oct 31, 2020 = UT -7 hours)
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