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OCTOBER MEETING

This month, we get together Monday evening, October 7. We start at 6:30 pm with space videos and
socializing. The official meding runs 7:00 to 9:00 pm.

Medings arethe first Monday of the month, at North Eugene High Schod, Room 319at therea of the
campus. From River Road, one block south of Beltline, turn west on Silver Lane. Go anelong Hock and
turn left into the high schod’ s east parking lot. Park near the back of thelot.

Memberswill give short ill ustrated talks on various fall constell ations and dego sky objeds of interest
to telescope observers, including galaxies M32, M33, nebulae and star clustersincluding the Pleiades.

WEBSITES TO CHECK

The Anglo-Australian Observatory nea Warrumbungles, has posted a superb coll ecion of wide field
telescope images, mostly southern hemisphere. Seetheir 50 favorite at
http://www.az0.gov.au/images/genera/favourites.html

Dataon star isavailable on a website set up by Jean-Claude Mermilliad. Follow the system of star
numbers and look upany star out there.
http://obswww.unige.ch/webda/cgi-bin/sel by no.cgi?mel022

For astrophotography, find arich mine of resources, linked to B& H Cameras.
http://www.astropix.com/HTML/I ASTROP/FOCUS/FOCUSL7.HTM

Interested in afemale view of astronomy? See
http://www.astras-stargate.com/index.htm

UPCOMING EVENTS

October 5 — Pine Mountain Observatory voluntee's cdebration and final star party of the year for those
who have helped out. Contact Greg Hogue — 541312-7280.

October 5 - Star Party at the Goldendal e Observatory, in south centra Washington. Camping at Brooks
Memorid Park north of Goldendae. Contact Karl Schroeder kschroe225@aol.com

October 10 - Bethel AreaSchods Star Party, a Thursday with no schod the next day. Contact Sue Moe,
Schod Star Party Coordinator 683938 a moe s@4j.lane.edu




October 18 —6:30- 9:30, Star Party at Oaklea Midd e Schod in Junction City. EAS needs members with
scopes to help at this event. Contact Sue Moe to vduntee and for more information. 683-9382 o
moe s@4j.lane.edu

October 25-26 —7:00 pm, Yucca Valey Community Center, north of Los Angeles. The Starry Nights
Festival. Speakersincdude cmet hunter David Levy. (760 3697211 for moreinformation.

October until it closes— in New Y ork. Brooklyn Academy of Music presents Philip Glass s opera Galileo
Galilei, about an Italian scholar who aimed a tel escope skyward in 1609 and got in big trouble.

EUGENE STAR PARTY

Thanksto all who brought scopes or otherwise ame out to help and enjoy Friday night' SEAS gdar party
at College Hill Reservoir on September 13. Dave estimates about 500 guests attended. Larry Dedkman, of
Star Finders, Inc. did a fantastic job as guest speder. Our club bodh was gaffed by Anny Cole, thank you
for distributing all the sample Astronomy Magazines, donated by the publisher, and for hel ping with
donations and club information. We may have several new members. Celebriti esin attendanceincluded
"Commadore Steppenwolf, alocal radio personality who has worked hard at getting area disc jockeysto
promote our star parties.

Wetruly had a"field of telescopes’ for viewing. Many new scope owners were helped by EAS
members. Lots of teachers attended, some bringing studentsreceaving extra credit for attending. Teachers
would foll ow up with requests for classroom presenters.

Goad jab, volunteers.

CROW STAR PARTY

On Friday, September 20, three ¢ub members went to Crow-Applegate Elementary Schod to help
teacher Rod Cooper show the starsto students and family members. Jeff Phillips estimated the crowd at
around forty students and twenty parents, a good turn out for a @mmunity the size of Crow.

Frank S. brought his own 12" scope, Jeff brought the dub 12", and Richard Boyd brought binoculars.
Thanks to Frank cheding aut Heavens-Above, all the kids got to watch an unusually bright Iridium flare,
and people had a hanceto lodk at the full moon featuring the rays of Tycho. We dso looked at M13,
M31, Alcor and Mizar, the double duster in Perseus, and others.

The students were well prepared; they asked very good guestions during an introductory talk, and many
of them made sketches of what they observed at the eyepiece.

Allinall, avery successful event, and Jeff encouraged Mr. Cogper to think about doing another event
in the spring when Jupiter and Saturn are up, or next fall when Marswill be visible.

AURORA TOURISM OPTION

The Churchill Northern Studies Centre, a non-prafit, independent research institute dong the western
coast of Hudson Bay, in Canada, is hosting a five-day Northern Lights and Astronomy non-credit course
March 6-11, 2008. Cost is $1,000 Canadian, about $650. All proceels go diredly to supporting el ogical
reseach in the Canadian arctic.

Get to Churchill by plane or train, atown famous for polar beas. Dozens gather on the shore and
peopl e see them us close and photograph them from large tractor vehicles.

For more information on this course seewww.cancom.net/~cnsc. Contact Kelsey Eliasson, Program
Coordinator, at 204-675-2307 a a cnsc@cancom.net




LASER POINTERS AVAILABLE

Anyone yearning to posessa grean laser beam pointer might want to ched choices at
http://z-bdt.com/generic27.ntml  These ae perfed for pointing out constellations and planets at star
parties and agrea astronomy teaching tod. To take advantage of a spedal offer on now, prices garting at
$139 call Dave Wyland at Beam of Light Technologies, 877 —801- 9299.

SUE MOE'S RESEARCH

North Eugene High Schod scienceteacher Sue Moe participated in an astronomy reseach projed with
Dr. Thomas Olsen, at Lewis and Clark Coll ege during the summer.

They studied 44 i Boates, a short period edipsing variable star nea the end star in the handle of the Big
Dipper. Itsperiod isabout 6.43 hours, so it has an observabl e ecli pse ailmost every night, and it stays
viewable all night becauseit is circumpolar.

The period seemsto be getting shorter, which might be evidence of massexchange between the gars. It
isa mntact binary, separated by about 3x the distance between the Earth and Moon, bath starslike our Sun
in color and type. The two of them are dmost the same size aswell, and thereisaso a distant third star in
the system.

The system is of great interest to astronomers. Taking dataon 44 Bootesis big. Scientists using the
Chandra X-ray Telescope spent 59, 000 semnds imaging it.

It was gudied at Lewis & Clark by James Karl between 1955 and 1975. His data was revived from
magnetic tapesin the 80' sand sent to areseacher studying 44i Boates. In 1996 Colby Jurgenson and Matt
Price olleced additiond datapoints. Thisrevived theinterest at L& C, so atean headed by Thomas
Olsen, started to research the star again.

Olsen oltained a Murdock grant supporting two summers of research for Olsen andateacher. L &C
added a grant for a student or two to join the team.

The first summer, the weather was uncogperative and they only had afew cloud essnights. Using the
photomultipli er required the use of dry icefor coding, and work was compli cated by an eledricd short that
burned out the telescope drive. The foll owing summer they used an 11" go- to telescope and a CCD camera
for alot moreresults.

Moe applied with Olsen for another Murdock grant. This past summer she worked mostly with two
L& C students, Alexa Amos and Joe Koop. Alexa graduated last spring and Joeis ajunior. The students got
the best data of the summer on the night and morning o both their birthdays.

A new 12" Meade LX200was purchased that summer, and used with the CCD camera. The bugs ill
have to be worked out, as the data seems to be mostly noisier than they would like. Sue hopes that her work
next summer will yield more and better data.

KIDS ACTIVITY BOOK PUBLISHED

Asan amateur asronomer of many years Kye Ewing saw how astronomy grabs the interest of young
people. Yet most parents are more @wncerned that their chil dren concentrate on more practicd things like
mathematics.

To make use of anatural interest, Ewing composed an activity book call ed "Exploring Fractions with
Astronomy,” which sheisself publishing. Included are pages of practice problems, with answersthat solve
dot-to-dot puzzles to form constellations. She' sinvented astronomy games and olservation activitieslike
"Percent of Illuminated Moon."

The bodk is only avail able through her site http://www.kyes-world.com




HALLOWEEN STAR GAZING

When weather permits, Hall oween is agoad time to share your asronomy hobby with chil dren and your
neighbors. Set up atelescope on the driveway nea the stred and show the sky to the trick-or-treaters and
their escorts as they passby.

Don't exped to have their attention for more than a few minutes at atime. Looking through a telescope
isnot the reason that they are on the street! Fill your pockets with treas and hand out candy as they
continue on their way.

Pick bright and easily seen ohjedsto view through the telescope.  Sincethe moon isin last quarter this
year, you might start with either M13 or Albireo. Then, maybe move on to M31 later in the evening. Read
up on whatever ohjeds you plan on observing so that you can answer
the inevitable questions.

Asat most sar parties open to the public, it isa good ideato proted your scope. A dew-shield can keegp
little fingers away from arefractor objedive or SC corredor plate. Don' t use your best eyepieces. Thereisa
goad chancethat small sticky fingerswill betrying to grab abetter view. Safety isimportant so dressany
power cord so that it will not be stepped on or tripped over.

Sinceyour visitorswill comein awiderange of sizes, have boxes or step laddersready to all ow
viewing by short 3-foot ghosts or 6-foot escorts. Parents will be ddlighted that you are providing an
educational experiencefor their children. A view through a good tel escope will usually knock their socks
off.

Thisis supposed to be fun for you too. If guests aretoo unruly - just shut down. | have never had
anything but good experiences passng aut eye andy on Hall oween, and you probably will too.

Sig Peterson

MT. PISGAH STAR PARTY

Saturday evening, September 29, about 80 showed upto hea Sue Mo€'s introductory talk and then
viewed the sky from the dampened gravel road with its big sky. Barb Shaw gave a short tak about EAS
and what we do then handed out gar charts and information about our club to those interested.

Frank Sz. wowed us al at the outside by pointing aut that the bright oljed moving east was the
International Space Station. He set up hisimpressve 17° scope axd soon long lines formed to climb the
ladder for excdlent views of the Ring, M 13 and many others.

Despite moving bands of high clouds, Sue, Barb, Jeff Phillips, Rick Callins, Fred Austin and Alan
Gill espie also found plenty to entertain the kids and adults who turned cut. Arboretum program diredor
Chandra says the event generated much needed funds and was sich a success $ie hopes we @n do it again
in 2003

Says Frank, “Mt. Pisgah isa great placefor a star party. We should do one every month out there next
summer. Oh, the UFO chasing the space shuittle acrossthe sky that night was Progress9, an unmanned
Russgan supdy ship that was supposed to dock September 1.”



