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DECEMBER MEETING
& TELESCOPE FAIR

Our next meding isthe seand of two tel escope
events, this one Monday evening, Decenber 2. Any
member or vendor who would li ke to show off and
share astronomy tools is welcome to come set up as
early as 5:30 pm. The official public event runs 7:00
t0 9:00 pm. Got thingsto swap? Thisisthe place
Contact Alan Gillespieto get atable, 689-5462.

Thistime, we have no scheduled spe&ers. The
open schedule allows all of usto circulate, talk at
length and lean at our leisure from people who own
and understand various kinds of tel escopes and other
“big toys’ for exploring the universe from local sites.
Anyone who's considered purchasing a telescope
would be wise to consult with experienced club
membersto dscover pros and cons of the many
options avail able.

Sincethisisour holiday meding we will also
serve store-bought cookies and treats. Schod rules
say no to dfering home made goodies to the public.
Members may turn in ball ots being made by Sam
Pitts, for our final eledion of new officers.

TO FIND US: Medingsarethefirg
Monday of the month, at North Eugene High Schod,
Room 3194t therea of the canpus. From River
Road, one block south of Beltli ne, turn west on Silver
Lane. Go onelong block and turn left into the high
schod’s east parking lot. Park nea the back of the
lot.

VISIT THE CLUB WEB SITE AT
WWW.eugenearo.org

EQUIPMENT SITES

Lodk for equipment reviews sibmitted by
astronomers who try to be objective at
http://www.cloudynights.com/

Astromart claims it caries “everything for the
astronomer, including telescopes, mounts, eyepieces,
filters, telescope-making.” Visit them at
http://www.astromart.com

Find others with search words “ Astronomy” and
“Telescopes.”

NORTHWEST'S BEST DEALERS

We have threetruly superb telescope dealers,
staffed with impressve expertise, within aday’'s
drive of Eugene. Any of these shops warrant avisit
just for funif you travel nea them for other reasons.

Sean's Astronomy Shop islocated in
Battleground, Washington, afew miles up I-5 north
of Portland. They focus on “your observing neels,
budget and age of user to match you with a qualified
seledion of Celestron telescopes.” They are on the
web at
http://astronomyli nks.com/retail erstelescopes and a
coessories/more2.htm

Hardin Optical, the Astronomy Company in
scenic Bandon on the Oregon coast, (877-447-4847)
offers ahuge seledion of brands and itemsincluding
telescopes, spotting scopes, binoculars, microscopes,
eyepieces, laser range finders, tripods and mourts.
See http://www.hardin-optical.com/tel escope.html

Anacortes Telescope and Wild Bird, north of
Sesttle, serves the beginner to advanced amateur with
state-of-the-art telescopes, binoculars and accessories
by Takahashi, TeleVue, SBIG, DayStar, Celestron,
Meade, Leica, Zeiss Optec On the web at
http://www.buytel escopes.com/




LEARN SCOPE BASICS

New to astronomy or old timer, you can lean on
line about what tel escopes do, the various kinds and
how they work. Telescope primers, facts about the
types and uses of various insgruments are found at
two goad sites.

The one developed by Astronomy Today
Magazine haslinks to lots of relevant astronomy
Stes. Seeit at
http://www.astronomytoday.com/astronomy/tel escop
es.html

A smilar ste created by Cornell University is at
http://curious.astro.cornell.edu'tel escopes.php

UPCOMING EVENTS

December 6, Friday 6:00 —800 pm Star Perty at
Thurston Elementary Schod, east on Thurston Road,
in Springfield.

December. 13, Friday 6:00-9:00 pm Star Perty at
OakleaMiddle Schod (or posshly in back field of
the Elementary Schod that faces Oaklea), in Junction
City.

May 1-4, 2003, Desert Sunset Star Party at
Kartchner Caverns State Park in Benson, Arizona.
Siteisnea Kitt Peak, with very dark skies. Event
features eakers, swap med, gadget contest, meals,
prizesand more. Information and regestration at
http://chartmarker.tripod.com/sunset.htm.

YOUNG ASTRONOMERS

By Jean Grendler

Young people sharetheir time and talentsin EAS.
Y ou might seethem moving tables or gaffing the
club table. Some set up their own scopes for
demongtrations in clasgooms, club events and star
parties. Other volunteer activiti es youth have been
involved in include preparing materials for
astronomy day, selli ng club shirts, decoration a
events, meder/greeers, and distribution of club
flyers.

Nineyear old Keith B. is demonstrating Starry
Night Pro for guests a our December 2nd Telescope
Fair. Keith' sealiest and favorite "observing”
memory is when he was about 4 years old and hed
gone to the observatory for the weekend with family
members who were running the gift shop and the 24
inch telescope that night.

It was cold by early morning, but Keith was
waiting to view Saturn. He made many trips up the

ladder that night, and was getting a little slegpy, but
when Saturn came into view he remembers being too
amazed to speak. "Therings were beautiful! There
was color on the planet, orangish, reddish, pinkish,"
he says. "I kept going back for more looks!"

Keith was equally amazed at an even younger age
when viewing the moon through hs Grams tel escope.
"Popcorn!," hesaid. That' swhat all the cratering
looked like to him at such a young age.

Keith has owned his own scope two years, a
60mm Refractor on a shakey at/az mount. But he
enjoystrying to locate objedsin the night sky, and
the sense of satisfaction when he gets that objed in
the eyepiece Since he was able to hold them, Keith
has also been given binocularsto use. A few pairs got
dropped, but it wasa small priceto pay for how
much he leaned about hisworld and the worlds
beyond.

Someday, Keith says, he' dliketo have abig &
inch Dob like his sister owns. Keith says hereally
liked going to the observatory and would like it if his
family would purchase land where the skies are dark
and "build their own observatory, with abig dome!"

SEEKING WRITERS

IO can use your input. We plan to expand and
upgrade this newdletter, creaing room for more
materia. The best way to enrich thisvehicleisfor
you to contribute your ideas and experienceto share
with others.

Some goad topics might be... Spedal times ky
observing, humorous episodes, astronomy topics that
excite you, peoplein astronomy. Let'sasoinclude
some interviews with members and profil es of people
we all know, or think we know.

Look for a president’s column in future issues too.

Suggestions, ideas and linksto great web sites are
always welcome, even if you don't want to writea
pieceyoursalf.

CLUB WEB SITE

Former club president Dave Cole has put alot of
effort into creating and maintaining our new web site
over the past few months. It's pretty impressve.

If you've not visited lately, ched it out now at

WWW.eugeneastro.org
Thesite offerslot' sof linksto aher pages of grea
interest to club members. Also sign-up for the chat
list and lean when enthusiastic members are heading
out with their telescopes for some deep space
discovery, outings often planned at the last minute
when great viewing conditions devel op.




