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IO – September 2017 
The Newsletter of the Eugene Astronomical Society 

EAS is a proud member of the 
Astronomical League 

EAS 
Next Meeting: Thursday, September 21 
The Sky's Greatest Hits 
At our September 21st meeting, Larry Deckman will present 
"The Sky's Greatest Hits," a visual spectacle celebrating the 
many amazing things that go on in the sky overhead. Not 
limiting his subject to astronomical sights, Larry includes 
astonishing pictures and videos showing the aurora, comets, 
clouds, a solar eclipse, and other near- and deep-sky wonders. 
This program is intended to maximize the wow factor for 
anyone who likes to look upward, and it does a great job of it. 
Don't miss this meeting! 
 
(Summary by Jerry Oltion.) 

President 
Diane Martin (541-554-8570) 
Secretary  
Jerry Oltion (541-343-4758) 
Additional Board members 
Jim Murray  
John Loper  
Andy Edelen 
 
Annual Club Dues $25 
Meetings at 7:00 at the 
Science Factory, Eugene 

PO Box 7264 
Springfield, OR 97475 
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First Quarter Friday Report 
Our September 1st First Quarter Friday went well despite smoke that hid all but the brightest 
stars from view. We had half a dozen telescopes and maybe 30 guests. We could still see 
Jupiter, Saturn, and the Moon, which made popular targets for the first part of the night, and 
later on a couple of us found asteroid 3122 Florence. That proved to be the star of the evening, 
just a tiny little dot among the background stars but it was a dot that moved perceptibly from 
minute to minute as it cruised northward at 30,000 miles per hour. People would cycle through 
lines at the eyepiece, exclaiming in wonder each time they saw it in a new position. 
 
We had two telescopes brought by people who needed help and advice, and we were able to 
help both of them. The owners of one decided to join the club, so we will undoubtedly see them 
again. And two other people asked about joining as well, so despite being such a hazy night, we 
did well on the outreach and membership front. 
 
All in all it wasn't the most promising night for a star party, but it worked out well. 
 
(Summary by Jerry Oltion.) 
 

The remainder of our First Quarter Fridays for 2017 are: 
 September 29 (69% lit)  October 27 (52% lit)         November 24 (34% lit)  December 29 (87% lit) 
 
September has two FQFs; this is due to the timing of the Moon cycle. 
 

Issue 2017-09 



 

 
3 

Lorem Ipsum Dolor 

 

Issue 2017-09 

EAS in the Community 

EAS held a star party at Camp Wilani in Veneta on July 27th. Four EAS members showed 
the campers the Moon, Jupiter, Saturn, and a host of deep-sky sights. John Loper, the event's 
organizer, notes that they observed until midnight, and that it was much appreciated by the 
Wilani Campfire Council. 

Right: Randy, Bruce, and 
Andy at Veneta Elementary 
School's Earth Day Fair in 
April.  Photo by Annette 
Brieske. 
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Above: the Sun and sunspot group AR 2673. Photo by Dave Horton. 
Below: early stages of the 2017 eclipse. Photo by Jerry Oltion. 
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Above: the crescent Sun. Photo by Alan Gillespie. 
 Below: strainer crescents.  Photo by Jim Murray. 
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Above: totality. Sketch by Cindy Krach. 
 Below: the solar corona.  Photo by Dave Horton. 
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Corona and Baily's beads. Photos by Bill Basham. 
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Two diamond rings. Photos by Bill Basham (top) and Jason Hunton (below). 
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The 2017 total solar eclipse. Photo by Jeff Phillips. 
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Sun & Moon rise and set for September 

Thank you, Storage Junction! 
Storage Junction has donated the use of a storage unit for us to hold our 
loaner telescopes when they’re not in use. EAS would like to thank 
Storage Junction for their generosity and support for our group. Please 
give them a call if you need a storage space, and tell your friends. Storage 
Junction is located at 93257 Prairie Road (at the intersection of Hwy 99 
and Hwy 36, 3 miles south of Junction City) Phone: 541-998-5177 

Date 
------------ 
 9/1/2017 
 9/2/2017 
 9/3/2017 
 9/4/2017 
 9/5/2017 
 9/6/2017 
 9/7/2017 
 9/8/2017 
 9/9/2017 
 9/10/2017 
 9/11/2017 
 9/12/2017 
 9/13/2017 
 9/14/2017 
 9/15/2017 
 9/16/2017 
 9/17/2017 
 9/18/2017 
 9/19/2017 
 9/20/2017 
 9/21/2017 
 9/22/2017 
 9/23/2017 
 9/24/2017 
 9/25/2017 
 9/26/2017 
 9/27/2017 
 9/28/2017 
 9/29/2017 
 9/30/2017 

Moon Rise 
------- 
17:10 
17:53 
18:31 
19:07 
19:40 
20:11 
20:42 
21:13 
21:46 
22:22 
23:03 
23:50 
      
00:44 
01:44 
02:49 
03:57 
05:05 
06:14 
07:20 
08:25 
09:29 
10:30 
11:30 
12:28 
13:23 
14:15 
15:03 
15:47 
16:27 

Moon Set 
------ 
02:02 
02:54 
03:51 
04:51 
05:55 
07:00 
08:07 
09:15 
10:24 
11:35 
12:44 
13:53 
14:57 
15:56 
16:49 
17:34 
18:13 
18:48 
19:20 
19:50 
20:19 
20:48 
21:19 
21:52 
22:28 
23:08 
23:53 

      
00:43 
01:37    

Twilight Begins 
---------- 

04:53 
04:54 
04:56 
04:57 
04:59 
05:00 
05:02 
05:03 
05:05 
05:06 
05:08 
05:09 
05:10 
05:12 
05:13 
05:15 
05:16 
05:17 
05:19 
05:20 
05:21 
05:23 
05:24 
05:25 
05:27 
05:28 
05:29 
05:30 
05:32 
05:33 

Sun Rise 
------ 
06:36 
06:37 
06:38 
06:39 
06:41 
06:42 
06:43 
06:44 
06:45 
06:46 
06:47 
06:49 
06:50 
06:51 
06:52 
06:53 
06:54 
06:55 
06:57 
06:58 
06:59 
07:00 
07:01 
07:02 
07:03 
07:05 
07:06 
07:07 
07:08 
07:09 

Sun Set 
------ 
19:48 
19:46 
19:44 
19:42 
19:40 
19:39 
19:37 
19:35 
19:33 
19:31 
19:29 
19:28 
19:26 
19:24 
19:22 
19:20 
19:18 
19:16 
19:15 
19:13 
19:11 
19:09 
19:07 
19:05 
19:04 
19:02 
19:00 
18:58 
18:56 
18:54 

Twilight Ends 
-------- 
21:30 
21:28 
21:26 
21:24 
21:22 
21:20 
21:17 
21:15 
21:13 
21:11 
21:09 
21:07 
21:05 
21:03 
21:00 
20:58 
20:56 
20:54 
20:52 
20:50 
20:48 
20:46 
20:44 
20:42 
20:40 
20:38 
20:36 
20:34 
20:32 
20:30 
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All times Pacific Standard Time (November 5, 2017 - March 10, 2018 =UT -8 hours) or Pacific Daylight Time (March 12 - Nov. 4, 2017 = UT -7 hours) 



 

 

 

Observing In September 

Sept 6, 12:03 AM Sept 12, 11:25 PM Sept 19, 10:30 PM Sept 27, 7:54 PM 

Mercury Rise: 5:24 AM Mercury Rise: 5:15 AM Mercury Rise: 5:34 AM Mercury Rise: 6:16 AM 

Venus Rise: 4:01 AM Venus Rise: 4:15 AM Venus Rise: 4:32 AM Venus Rise: 4:52 AM 

Mars Rise: 5:30 AM Mars Rise: 5:26 AM Mars Rise: 5:22 AM Mars Rise: 5:17 AM 

Jupiter Set: 9:06 PM Jupiter Set: 8:45 PM Jupiter Set: 8:21 PM Jupiter Set: 7:53 PM 

Saturn Set: 00:04 AM Saturn Set: 11:37 PM Saturn Set: 11:11 PM Saturn Set: 10:41 PM 

Uranus Rise: 9:08 PM Uranus Rise: 8:44 PM Uranus Rise: 8:16 PM Uranus Rise: 7:44 PM 

Neptune Set: 6:41 AM Neptune Set: 6:16 AM Neptune Set: 5:48 AM Neptune Set: 5:15 AM 

Pluto Set: 1:56 AM Pluto Set: 1:32 AM Pluto Set: 1:04 AM Pluto Set: 00:33 AM 

 

Full New 1st Q Last Q 

Items of Interest This Month 

SEPTEMBER 

9/10  Mercury 1° from Regulus in early AM 

9/12  Waning Moon occults Aldebaran in early AM (4:36 – 5:52 AM) 

9/16  Mercury and Mars within 1/2°, visible in early morning just before sunrise (17° 
west of the Sun) 

9/18  Venus, Regulus, Moon, Mars, and Mercury form straight line in early AM 

9/19  Venus approaching Regulus in evening. Good chance to see a star by day if you 
can find Venus first. 

9/22  Autumn equinox 1:02 PM 

9/29  First Quarter Friday star party 
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