
 1 

                                                                                                                                                                          Issue 2006-8 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IO – August 2006 
www.eugeneastro.org 

 
Eugene Astronomical Society, 

 Annual Club Dues $25, Board Members: 
President: Richard Boyd- checkerkit@comcast.net, 

Stephen Caruana, Fred Domineack, 
 Jacob Stranlien  Sam Pitts 

 

EAS is a Proud Member of: 

 
 

 IO editor- sampitts@comcast.net 688-7330 
Io (EYE-oh) is nearest to Jupiter and fastest 
orbiting of the four Galilean moons 

MM oonnddaayy--  AAuugguusstt   77tthh  MM EEEETTII NNGG 
EUGENE ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY 

At The Science Factory Planetarium 
 
The meeting will begin at 7:00 PM in the Planetarium.   Discus what's up and out for viewing in August?     Discuss 
and plan future events and star parties.  EAS & its members are dedicated to having fun while pursuing the hobby of 
Astronomy, so come on out and have some fun visiting with others that share a passion for the night skies.  

Come early and help others learn about their scopes. Those of you, who are new or not sure about your 
equipment, show up early and some of our members will assist you in understanding your equipment better.  If you 
are planning on getting a scope please come out and ask questions, we’re glad to assist you in making a good solid 
choice to maximize your viewing pleasure.  
 

The Science Factory is at 2300 Leo Harris Parkway, behind Autzen Stadium. 
 

Check EAS WEB site for up to the minute Information 
www.eugeneastro.org 
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August 2 (31) August 9 August 15 August 23 
First Quarter  Full Moon  Last Quarter New Moon 

Sunset: 8:34 PM Sunset: 8:25 PM Sunset: 8:16 PM Sunset: 8:03 PM 
Sunrise 6:01 AM Sunrise 6:09 AM Sunrise 6:16 AM Sunrise 6:25 AM 

Moon Rise 2:45 PM Moon Rise 9:00 PM Moon Rise 11:24 PM Moon Rise 00:00   
Mercury Rise 4:51 AM  Mercury Rise 4:35 AM Mercury Rise 4:51 AM Mercury Rise  5:36 AM 
Venus Rise 4:06 AM Venus Rise 4:20 AM Venus Rise 4:34 AM Venus Rise 4:53 AM 

Mars Set 9:44 PM Mars Set  9:26 PM Mars Set 9:11 PM Mars Set  8:50 PM 
Jupiter Set  12:05 AM Jupiter Set 11:39 PM Jupiter Set 11:17 PM Jupiter Set 10:48 PM 
Saturn Rise 6:22 AM Saturn Rise 5:59 AM Saturn Rise 5:40 AM Saturn Rise 5:13 AM 

Uranus Rise  9:52 PM Uranus Rise  9:24 PM Uranus Rise  9:00 PM Uranus Rise   8:28 PM 
Neptune Rise 8:49 PM              Neptune Rise 8:21 PM Neptune Rise 7:57 PM Neptune Rise 7:25 PM 

Pluto Set 3:04 AM Pluto Set 2:36 AM Pluto Set 2:12 AM Pluto Set  1:41 AM 
                         All times are for Eugene, Oregon Latitude 44º 3’ 8” Longitude 123º 5’ 8” for listed Date      
 

 

Events  
AUGUST 2006 
  1  Alpha Capricornids Meteor Shower Peak 
  2 Sky Camp Star Party-EAS- 7:30 setup (Courageous Kids-Star Party)  Camp Caretaker Linda Host Cheryl   

  4 Asteroid 6 Hebe At Opposition (7.8 Magnitude) 
  7 Mercury At Its Greatest Western Elongation 
10 Mercury Passes 2.2 Degrees From Venus / Neptune at Opposition / 40th Anniversary (1966), Lunar Orbiter 1 Launch 
11 Asteroid 1998 DK36 Near-Earth Flyby (0.035 AU) 
12 Perseids Meteor Shower Peak 
14 Asteroid 2001 OC36 Near-Earth Flyby (0.099 AU) 
16 Voyager 1 Reaches 100 AU From The Sun (93,000,000,000 Miles) / Asteroid 1 Ceres At Opposition (7.6 Magnitude) 

18 Asteroid 9007 James Bond Closest Approach To Earth (1.264 AU) 

20 Mercury Passes 0.5 Degrees From Saturn / Asteroid 2006 ON1 Near-Earth Flyby (0.043 AU) 
23 Asteroid 13070 Seanconnery Closest Approach To Earth (0.749 AU) 
24 Oregon Star Party 2006, Ochoco National Forest, Oregon (24-27) 
25 Northern Iota Aquarids Meteor Shower Peak 
26 Venus Passes 0.1 Degrees From Saturn 
28 STS-115 Launch, Space Shuttle Atlantis, MEPSI 3A & 3B, (International Space Station 12A) 
29 Asteroid 2002 VZ91 Near-Earth Flyby (0.088 AU) 

All times Universal Time (UT), U.S. Pacific Daylight Time = UT - 7 hours (May-October) UT-8 (Nov.-April). 
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The Oregon Star Party is an astronomy adventure featuring quality deep sky viewing. It attracts intellectually curious 
outdoor lovers who enjoy the romance of a renaissance gathering. All ages enjoy camping among ponderosa, juniper, 
mountain mahogany, and sage. Past attendees have told us emphatically how much they have enjoyed the 
camaraderie and dark skies of Indian Trail Spring, and that they will return again!�

In the evening, a forest of telescopes and bustling observers grows on the high prairie. Beauty and quality are 
apparent in personally engineered and constructed instruments. Large telescopes, personal computers, and 
sophisticated tracking systems promise power and ability. But high technology does not overshadow the great 
personal satisfaction of using small telescopes, binoculars, and naked eye viewing. Many who attend are astro-
imagers, others are logging Messier, Herschel I & II objects, or the objects found in their OSP Observers’ packet. Still 
others may just enjoy the clear dark skies from the comfort of a lawn chair.�

Almost everyone welcomes a polite request to share a telescopic view; this is the spirit of our star party. All of us thrill 
at the glitter and soft glows of starlight mixed with friendly whispers punctuated by the shouts of success. It’s 
emotionally unforgettable. We invite you to join us in 2006!�

Remember: sunset at this time of year is around 8:00 PM. Please try to arrive before dark, but if unable to do so, be 
cautious of deer or other animals on the roads, particularly around dusk or dawn. Anticipate an hour’s drive from 
Prineville to the site. Roads are paved except for the last four miles, which are gravel, and in decent shape. Before 
leaving home, please check our web site for any possible detours.�

OSP Weather and Site Conditions - Since the OSP site is located on Forest Service lands; we do need to adhere to 
their conditions for use. The hill and prairie the site is located on is treeless, so there is limited shade. It can be hot 
during the day, but pleasant at night (light jacket). However there have been monsoon type downpours, lighting strikes 
inside the site and dust devils powerful enough to lift tents, ice chests and telescopes. There are some camping 
restrictions. However these restrictions change from year to year and you'll need to pick up the latest information from 
a volunteer at the registration tent.�

For clothing, bring warm and cool weather clothes and rain gear. Do bring sunscreen, sunglasses and head covering. 
If you have a special medical condition or needs, there are volunteer medics on hand to help; primarily they just 
provide first aid help. The nearest medical facility is in Prineville.�

Usually there is a severe fire risk warning for the area, so there are no open fires, electric generators are (generally) 
restricted to medical needs, food vendors and main activities tent. It is a good idea to pack extra water and food.�

Cell phone access is spotty at best. There is no guarantee that your cell phone will work at OSP. There is a satellite 
Internet access provider on site for a fee.�
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Oregon Star Party 2006 
Aug. 24-27 

After July 28th                        
all Registration is On Site   

http://www.oregonstarparty.org/ 
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First Light with ST8e & ED80 imaging M16 1st is normal FOV 2nd is cropped 

          
Full View 

         
Cropped (by Sam Pitts)   
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